
 
The Importance of Establishing Paternity

There are a number of compelling reasons for 
determining the paternity of a child.  
Foremost, a child is entitled to the sense of 
identity that comes from knowing both 
biological parents.  Knowledge of a child’s 
biological heritage can also be extremely 
useful later in life for the diagnosis and 
treatment of genetic diseases.  Lastly, 
determination of paternity gives a child legal 
right to receive financial support from the 
father and to inherit from the father.  
Paternity laws vary from state to state.  For 
specific information, contact your state 
attorney general’s office.  
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